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NEW ‘BACKROADS’ PROGRAM PREMIERES DEC. 6 
MISSOULA ~
Accordions, bucking horses, grain silos and the site of a famous wildfire are featured in the 
next “Backroads of Montana” television program, produced by KUPM-TV at The University of 
Montana. The program premieres on MontanaPBS Monday, Dec. 6, at 8:30 p.m.
The program visits the annual Accordion Festival in Philipsburg, then moves to the 
rough-and-tumble world of a rodeo school in Arlee. A Bozeman photographer who’s captivated 
by grain silos talks about his work, and the program ends with a visit to Mann Gulch, the scene of 
Montana’s most notorious wildfire. The episode originates from the Ross Creek Cedar Grove 
Scenic Area near Bull Lake in northwest Montana.
“This program has the broadest range of any of our shows,” said producer Ray Ekness of 
UM’s Broadcast Media Center. “We go from the hilarity and fun of the accordion festival to a 
solemn visit to Mann Gulch. It’s an emotional show.”
The new episode will be part of an all-Backroads evening on MontanaPBS, starting at 7 
p.m. with a special selection of earlier shows introduced by the program’s producers.
“Backroads of Montana” is produced by Ekness, Gus Chambers, John Twiggs and 
William Marcus of KUFM-TV/MontanaPBS at UM.
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